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THE 
DESTRVCTION 
Of Sopome. 


GEN.19. 24. 

Then the Lord rained ypon Sodome and Go- 

' morrah brimſtonc and fue, from the Lord 
out of Heauen. 


Bout five hundred ycares 

after Chriſt, when the 

Romans vaſt Dominion 

b-gan to decline, there 

was grat affiition and: 
trouble thorougaout the 

world ; plagues, and fa- 

mines, and warres, and'. 

| _carth-quakes, and other 
euils, conſpir'd rogetnher to Vexe all placcs : ſo 
that the people of God, eucry where, borh inthe 
Greceke and Larine Churches, fearing cheir rurne 
: A. A. might: 
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might be next to. come vader the ſcourge, had 

formes of holy-Praycrs,compoſed by thcir Pre- 
a Befil.ep, 63. lates , Which the Greeke: Church rermed ® Lita- 
Niceph 16.14. * pies, the Latine Rogetions, to be ſpoken often into 
Fa” the/cares of the Lord of heauen and earth, to 
preuent imminent judgements ; ſo godlily wiſe 
werethe Chriſtians of old time, that thoſe cala- 
mities, which they knew, being preſent, all peo- 
ple would bewaile with teares, being abſent,they 
laboured by their prayers to-keepaway. 
' Andif Itakenot my marke amiſſe, thats the 
intention of this meeting : Gods #ropes of afflicti- 
9#5,aS holy TIob cals them,are abroad inthe Chri- 
ſtian world , making hauocke of men and coun- 
tries ; and wee, conſcious to qur ſelues , that our 
finnes deſerue to: have them come, and to en- 
campe abeur our tabernacles ; are met heretoge- 
ther, to make prayers to our God, tokeepe them 
away from vs:and to ſet a greater edge vpon our 
deuotion,and the more to teſtifie our humiliation 
tothe World, andto Angels; a Faſt is prochai- 
med, which is tobee obſerned by 'vs in a ſtrict 
manner : all the time is to bee ſpent in confeſſion 
of finnes, in bitter lamentations, in deie&ion and 
humiliation for tranſgrefſions,in abſtinence from 
meartes and drinkes, .and all other corporall de- 
lights, that may cheare the heart, and ſo hinder it 
from being truely ſorrowfull and afflicted, in 
almes deedes and viſiting the ficke, in mourning 
and weeping for angring God, and in crjing 
Jonah 3-8. vightily vnro the Lord, todiuert iudgements ap- 
proaching, | | 


feb I9, I's 


And 
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 Andrto helpetotheſe exerciſes of repentance, 
the Word of God muſt be preached,rhe finnes of 
a Nation muſt bee ript vp, Gods judgements a- 
gainſt finne-muſt be denounced, for nothing doth 
further more to humiliation and compunRtion, 
than a ſerious conſideration, how infinitely ini- 
quity doth anger God,and how ſeuerely he hath, 
and doth, and will puniſhit. It was the courſe, 
which God himſelfe direted the Prophet Iere- 
miah to runne, when Iſracl and Iudah werevpon 


the point of deſtruftion : This word came vnto le- Ter.z6.x,2;27 | 


remiah from the Lord, ſaying, Take thee a roule of a 
booke, and write therein all the words that I haue 
ſpoken unto thee againit Iſract, and againſt Iudah, 
and apaini all the Nations, from the day 1 ſpake une 
f0 thee, fromthe dayes of king loſiah , enen vnto this 
day: it maybe, that the houſe of Indab will heare all 
the enill which 1 purpoſe to ave untothem, that they 
may returne euery man from bis euill way, that I may 
forgine their iniquity and their ſinne. Andin that 


roule of the booke, the Rabbins ſay, was written 5;;.5en 7,2; 
| the booke of Lamentations : in which booke, i 


Ieremiah the Prophet, doth in a moft mournfull 
Elegte , lament the miſerable condition, which 
Ieruſalem,becauſe of finne, was to come vnto, I 
haue reſolued to follow that tra&, to ſpeake vnto 
you of a people, whoſe damnable impiety 
brought vpon them fuch a miſery, the relation 
whereof, may makeall,that worke vnrighteouſ- 
neſſe with greedineſle, ro tremble to heare ir, and 
ſoto abhorre and auoide crying ſinnes, leſt they 
ſhould proue likewiſetheir ruine and confuſion. 
Es - 3 Then 
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Carrang. ſum. 
Coxcal. 


Saluian. lib.1, 
Ao gub. Dei. 


Then the Lord rained wpon Sodome and Go- 
morrab, brimſione and fire, fromthe Lord 
out of Heaney. 

You may pleaſeto obſerue inthe Text, theſe 
particulars : | 

1. Anat: rained, | 

2. Theagent : The Lord rained from the Lord , 
Dominw: Filimns plait 4 Domino Patre, The Lord the 
Sonnerained from the Lord the Father : that in- 
terpretation is giuen of the words, at a Councell 
held at Ieruſalem inthe time of Conſtantius the 
Emperour. 

3- The matter it rained : Brim/tone and fire. 
The Lordrained from the Lord brimfHone and fire. 

4. The place from whence it rained : Ont of 
Heanen, The Lord rained from the Lord brimitione 
and fire out of Heanen : Super impium populum Ge- 
hennam miſit e Calo, The Lord from the Lord 
ſent vpona wicked people Hell out of Heauen.. 

5. The patients vpon whom it rained , vpon 


Sodowe and Gomorrah inthe Text : Vpon Sodome 


and Gomorrah, Admah and Zeboim, in Deat.29.23. 
Vpon Sodome, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboimand 
Segor,in lib.1.5*, Aug. de mirab. Script. Vpon all 
the plaine, vpon all the inhabitants of the Cities,vpon 
that which grew wpon theground,in Gen.19.25. 

6. Therime when itrained ; Thes : Then the_ 
Lord ramed wpon Sodome and Gomorrah brimſlone 
axd fire, from the Lord out of Heaney, 

Thetime adminiſtreth occafion to diſcourſe of 
the Agents longanimity , and of the Particnts 
iniquuy. 


The 
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Theact andrhe materials,gine way to treate of 


Gods ſcuerity , and of Sodomeand Gomorrah's 


miſery. 

Thus then wee will proceed, Gods graceaſli- 
ſting. 

Eicſt, ſpeake of Gods clemency, and of Sodom 
and Gomorrah's impiety. 

Secondly, declare Gods fury, and Sodom and 
Gomorrah's calamity. | 

Thirdly, conclude with an application of ſuch 
vſes,as may be made by the ſtory. 

Firſt oft Gods clemency, and of Sodome and 
Gomorrah's impiety. 

There is not a greater antipathy betwixt any 
two natures inthe world, than there is betwixt 
the nature of God and ſinne : You may ſooner 
reconcilefire and water, heate and cold, light and 
darkneſſe, than God and Mammon, Chriſt and 
Belial, the holy Ghoſt and Dagon. God hates 
ſinne whereſocuer he findes it, be it in Heauenor 
Earth, in Men or Angels, in Ele&t or Reprobates. 
Indeed his Mercy, his ſweet bleſſed Mercy, ro 
- which mankinde hath beene euer much bound, 
neuer ceaſerh ſolliciting himto treat Adams chil- 
dren with all the fauour hee may, and like to an 
importunate ſuitor, neuer giveth ouer crauing of 


_ him, vntill hemake hcra promiſc, that hee will not yagfea r1.9; 


execute the fierceneſſe of bs anger, otherwiſe the 
world ſhould heare oftner from him than ir doth, 
Howlſocuerthough mercy doth much with God, 
yet mercy dothnorall; iuſtice may bee heard : if 
the ſuſpenſion of iudgement worke no remorſe 

| in 


—_ 


I IT 


end” 7... I 
LE . 


_ _ — I => ene ont wont wn —_— 
— — - - — . - - —_— wore voopere cg => —_ -= — _ - - 


porn ern: he ee er err 


—— 


— 


- The deſtrufion of S o » OM E. 


Rom.2.8,9, 


in finners hearts, to take pitic vpon their owne 
ſoulcs, and to pleaſe God, iuſtice will procure 
that God ſhall render indignation and wrath , tri- 
bulatios and anguiſh, wpon exery ſoulc of man that 
doth enill, to she 1ew firit, and alſoto the Gentile. 


 Aquinp.1.4.21 Miſcricordia Deo attribuitar ſecundum effetium non . 


3+ Os 


ſecundum paſsionts affeetum , Mercy is attributcd. 
vnto God according to the effe&, not according, 
tothe afict of the paiſion: it doth neuer tranſpdiF 
him beyond himſelfe, neither cauſetb ic him vt- 
tcrly to ſtop his carcs to his iuſtice, when it plea- 
deth for indignation, T'is cuident in holy Writ, 
that Mercy is potent with God, hath a great hand 
wich him ; nee wilt heare her mediating for the 
moſt notorious malefacors inthe world, if hee 
can difcerne in them any hope of amendment. 
How long did he protra&t Sodoms ruine, and 
what courſes did hee take toreclaime them * ſent 
Lot to preach to them, ſtirr'd vp foure Kings to 
make warre vpon them, gauethem victory ouer 
them, and when they had taken the people, and 
were carrying of them into captiuity,preſt Abra- 


Gea.r4.15,16. ham out to reſcue them, who dinidea himfelfe x 


garnit thim, he and his ſernants by night, and ſmote 
them, and purſued them unto Hoba, which & 0n the_3 
left hand of Damaſcus, aud he brought backe all the_> 
2004s. and alſo bronght againe hs brother Lot, and 
hs goods, and the women alſo, and the peaple, Yea, 
when their ſinnes cryed:out for brimſtone, flames 


* & wrath was goneout from God,and he had dif 


Genid.21. 


patched his miniftring ſpirits #0 g0e downe, aud ſes - 
whether they had done altogether according to the cry. 
qe eqs oo Of 
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of it which came vp vitohim, Hee proteſted vato 
Abraham, if hee could findeten righteous men 


there, he would not deſtroy them for tens ſake, Gods Gen18.33, | 


' goodneſſe towards them, doth ſurpaſſe all orato- 
rieto expreſſe,all cogitation to rhinke; he would 
haue ſpared them vponany tolerabletermes,they 


might hauc made their peace vpon any indiffe- _ 


r&woonditions : God, I ſay, tooke no delight in 
their deſolation. Artlaſt, when hee ſawthar no 
preaching, no warre, no captiuity, no redempti- 
on from captiuity, could beger any piety among 
them, Thenihe Lord rained wporn Sodome and Go- 
morrah brimſione and fire, from the Lord out of 
Heauen. | 
Their ſfinnes were inſufferable , notordinarie, 
but great, very great tranſgreſſions : they did 
prouoke the iuſtice of God from the greateſt of 
them, to the litrleſt of them,they did euen againſt 
nature and common reaſon agree to bee wicked, 
they were not onely ſinners, drawneto iniquitie 
by the ſtrong incitations of nature, but they were 
wicked, induſtriouſly wicked, willingly wicked ; 


like to the houſe of Iacob, they denrſed iniquity Micah 2,2; 


won their beades , and when the morning was light, 
. they pradlis dit : They were ſcelerum principes, &+ 
znzentores, prime offendors, and inuentors of 
new villanies : they tooke delight in damn'd 
tranſgreſſions, their greateſt glory was in the 
greateſt iniquiry,and chey werethen moſt merry, 


whenthe God of Abraham was moſt angry. I - 


readcof a people in Picennm, that were called 
B Nequt 


<— 


——————_— 
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perititap,  Nequi nates ; Wicked ones, 4 ſol iniquitate, ſaith 

Geozre. the Geographer, from rhe naughtineſle of their 
ſoile : thEmen of Sodomeare call'd wicked ones 

Gen.13.13 fromthe iniquity of their manners, 'The men of 
Sodome were muiggt 1924 duaymet, Wicked ana ſinnc rs 
before the Lord exceedmply. Pride, a finne, that 


- Proſp.lib.z de made of Angels Diuels, as Proſper ſaith; a finne 


v1, contsP-3- that is fore-runner to deſtruction : as Solomon 
Pro.18.18. ſhewes, Humility goeth before honour, and a haughty 
ſpirit before a fall. A ſinne, of which they that are 

- guilty, haue God alwayes at tneir backesto take 

Sexecs, Vengeance of them for it, as Seneca hath it, Sequi- 
tar ſuperbos witor a tergo Dews, was in high eſteem 
among them: exceſſiuethey were aboue meaſure, 

a mortall iniquity, Dines epulo, cft Parochianus Di- 

«belo: Arich Epicure, is a Pariſhionerto the Di- 

uell. The higher men feede,the more outragious 

the bloud boiles, and the harder taske it is to re- 

Deur.z2.15- fiſt concupiſcence. 1eſarun waxed fat and kicked , 
theuart waxen fat, thou art growne thicke, thoa art 

conered with fatneſſe, then hee forſooke God which 

wade him, and lightly eſteemed the rocke of his ſal- 

vation, Idleneſle likewiſe, a finne capitall by the 

Eccluf.33.:7- lawes of Draco, A ſin that teacheth much enill: A 
finnethat choaketh vertue, nouriſheth pride, fra- 

meth a life fir oncly for hell fire, a finne, rhe 

whole vniuerſity of things cries downe , aboun- 

ded among them : whereas all other creatures 

were perpetually in ation ; trees growing , wa- 

ters flowing, birds flying,oxen plowing,ſpheares 

mouing, the mcn of Sodome, like to ſtanding 

EY ponds, 
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ponds, like to Sodomes Sa/z-prts, ſtunke for lacke 
of motion. The poore they did contemne , a 
crying ſinne : Negatur gutta, quinegauit micam, A Aug, 
droppe of water 1s denied to Diucs to coolehis 
tongue, being in hell in torments, who denied a Luke 16. 
crumme from off his table to Lazarus, to allay his 
hunger, liuing on earth in pleaſures ; Theſe were 
ſianes which the earth it ſeife could no longer 
endure : hearken, and I will ſhew you grearer , 
abominations than theſe. 

Maſculine beaſtiality ; A ſfinne, none buta Di- 
uell, come out of Hell 1a the likenefle ofa man, 
dares to commit : aſinne, enough to defile the 
rongue that talkes of it; a finne, of which,if a man 
were ſure neither God nor man did know of it, 
yet the turpitude of it ſhould bee motiue enough 
to make a reaſonable creature diſdaine it, was as 
allowable among them by cuſtome;, as any other 
att, in other Common-wealths, is by law : Nay, 
Peccabant , & publicabant, They did {inne, and 42.6.6. 
not for ſhame hide ir, but with oſtentation they £39: 4 ciuite 
did publiſh ir, tis manifeſt. Gods rehearſing ** 
Ludahs finnes, faith, They declare their ſinnes as So- xy ,.Q, 
dome aid : to doe euill, and to reioyce at it, tis a 
deſperate iniquity , deplorata negquitia: a lamenta« Caluin. 
ble wickedneſſe , for men to finne, and to take 
paſtime in ir, roangerthe powers of Heauen, and 
to ioy in it, to ſer their ſoules burning in the 
flames of ſinne, as Nero ſet Rome on fire, andro 
behold them with aff-arion, like raging waues 
of the ſea, for men to fome out their owne ſhame, 
good Lord, that cuer the children of women 

B 2 ſhould 
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Gen. I 9:7e 
Genyi9.ge 


Herodgt- - 


Fulgnt ep.s. 
ad Tired. $M, 
Kcclul. 10.2. 


ſhould bee ſo tranſcendently wicked : it was im- | 
poſlible for any bur incarnate Diuels to cxcell 
them in wickednefſe. Furthermore, there was. 
publicke liberty of {inning ; each man gaue his 
conſcnt for the allowance of villany, no man ac- 
cuſing, or condemning, or correcting, or deplo- 
ring theiniquittiesthat wereamong them: Onely 
Lor perſwadeth, / pray you, Brethren , doe not [6 
wickealy,and they frump him for it.Ths one fellow. 
came into ſoiourne, and hee will ntedes bee a Tuage. 
Therewes ſuch a habit of filthineſſe, that vn- 
righteouſneſſe was reputed for righteouſneſle, 
and the gainſayer of vncleannefle , was blamed 
more than\the a&tour. Their Magiſtrates, that 
had regall power, neuer interpoſed their author: 
tie, to bridlethem intheir beaſtly defires : And 
(my beloued) thar is a daring {inne,when the Ma- 
giſtrates, that ſhould bee to the-people like gods 
ro imitate,ſhall be every tot as wicked as the mul- 
titudes : /nferiores ſunt ſaperioram. ſimie , Infe- 
riours they are the apes of ſuperiours ; whereb 
it commeth'to-paſſe, that thoſe which are called 
to high places in the world,cyther carry many to. 
deſtruttion with themſelues, or bring many into 
the way of ſaluation with rhemſelues, as Fulgen- 
tius.{aith ro FTheodorus a Senatour of Rome: As 
the Iudge of a. people is himſelfe, ſo are hu officers, and 
wha# manner of man the Ruler of a City ts, ſuch are 
tex that dwell therein, Now that the Rulers of 
Sodome ſhould be ſuch, as did not only-conniue, 


_ winkeat wickednefle, but euen tolcrate , nay ap- 


proue, yea partakewiththe peoplein theirabos» 
MInations z. 
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minations ; it was ominous, it did portend ſome 
dreadfull ivdgement comming vpon the whole 
Nation. when the vices of inferiours are Ciſlem+» 
bledand winked at by gouernours,they are reſer- 
ued for the iudgement of God, I hodas liuc fee 
a blazing ſtarre burning in the Heauens, asa wic- 
ked man ina place of power : ancarth-quake is 
not ſo prodigious asa wicked Ruler. Before God 
broke downe the wals of Babylon. and burnt the 
high gates with fire, hee threatned 29 make arunke Ter.gr,g7. 
her Princes, and her wiſemen, and her Captaines,and 
her. Rulers, and hey mighty men : An inundation of 
vngodlineſſe muſt needes ouerflow a Land, when 
thoſe that haue the ouerſight, doe ſuperintend, 
and (hould bound wickedneſile, are themſclues 
boundlefly wicked. Religion muſt of neceſsity go 
downe the wind, as it did in Sodome, when thoſe 
that ſhould vphold it, doe moſt prophane it, one 
of the firſt in authority, and one of the laſt in 
Chriſtianiry. Erhelberrus King of Kent in: the 
Heptarchy was wont to ſay,twas a ſigneof a very 
cuill man, ſingalws quiſq, homo,cFe.Euery particu- 4ug-deciuit: 
lar man is a part of the City and Kingdome ©**-4-0p-3 
wherein he was borne, be it never loample, asa 
letteris partof a word, ſaith Auguſtine. Some 
bee like to capitall or text letters, as great men : 
fometo ſmaller characters, as menof low degree: 
ſome belike to vowels, as men inauthority: tome 
to mutes and liquids, asthe vulgar ſort : all men 
goetothe making ofa City or Kingdome, as all 
letters goto the making vp of words. And as ina 
word, it one letter be —_— though buramute, 
B3 it. 


bl 
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ir may danger to marre the word, though not ſo 


muchas if a vowell bee defaced; ſoina City or 


Kingdome, if one man be blotted with ſinne, ſay 


 butameane man; it may bring a deſtruction to 


that City or Kingdome, yet not ſo ſooneas if a 
man of higher place beblurd with impiety. 

Here were ſins enow to ſet patience ina rage, 
and to transforme the God of mercy into wrath, 
and yet God reſpited their tubuerſion ſo long, 
yntill their fins came bellowing vp into Heauen, 
and were ready to lay an imputation of partiality 


ypon his iuſtice. Three hundred and forty 


yeares, Chronologie ſaith, paſſed betwixt the 
drowning of the world with water,and the burn- 
ing of Sodome with brimſtoneand fire, all, ora 
great part of which time, God was gricued with 
that generation ; and if cuerthey would haue be- 
thought themſelues to alter their conditions, had 
there beene bur a ſprinkling, a gleaning of good 
people in her, one honeſt ſoule forathouſand re- 
probates, God would hauerepented him of his 
purpoſe: at laſt, whenthe Lord looked, nay ſent 
downe from Heauen, ſaw there was no hope, they 
werealtogether corrupt, and become aboniina- 
ble in their doings, there were none that did 
g00d, no not Ter,Then the Lord rained pon Sodom 
19774 Gomorrah brimſlone and fire , fromthe Lord. ut 
of Teagen. : 
Tis recorded of Iulius Cxſar, that hee neuc 
entertained hatred againſt any man ſo.deeply,but 


|Sueton. vita © he was willing to lay downethe ſameyvpon occa- 


lulCefe 


8 
IE We 
- 


ſion offered; and the authorgdoth inſtance inthis, 
4 when 
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when C. Memnius put-in for the Confulthip, hee 
befricnded him before others of the Competit= 
on, notwithſtanding that C, Memnius had made 
bicter inuectiues againſt him. Our God,to whom 
all cheCzſars & Kings of the carth are triburaries 
and homagers , doth neuer hate (I rake hatred as 
tis an intention of God in puniſhing) ſoirrecon- 
cileably, but true humiliation will worke a recon- 
Ciliation, that makerh him ſay, Patientie Det pros 
turbat , Gods patience doth euen diſtract good 
men, ,maketh them to wonderat him, how hee 
can indureſuch palpable diſhonour, and ſuſpend 
vengeance: When Dauid faw the proſperity of 
the wicked, hee ſaith, his feet were almoZt gone, hi yrq,., 
ſteps had well nigh ſhpt. And when God, becauſe 

the Niniuites had rurned from taeir cuill waies, 
repented of the cutil which he faid he would doe 
vntothem, and did it nor, zt asſþ{caſed Ionah excee- 1h 4; 
aingly, and hee was wery angry. Hee hath ſuffered 

likewiſe among wicked men for his clemency, 

the damned Atheiſt draweth an argument from 

thence againſt his omntpotency ; ſaith he cannor, 

becauſe hee doth not banith all euill out of the - : _ ©. 
world. Auerroes the Philoſopher, draweth an | 
argument from thence againſt his prouidence, 

thinkes hee meddleth with nothing below the 

ſpheare of the Moone, becauſe of his ſlownefleto 

anger. Czcilius in Munitius Fzlix, inferres a 
concluſion from thence againſt his iuſtice : ſaith 

that he is eyther ##aalidas, impotent;and not able Muzir. 
ro redreſſe cuils, orclfe i#iquxs, vniuft, and not 

willing to reific them, * He doth prevent « _ 2 Pſal, 21.3; 

wit 
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Þ Lam. 3.23. 


Plal.g 4+324» 


c Tudg 10. 16, 
d lerem-31.20 


Exod.25.21- 


with the bleſsing of go8dneſſe. ® He renueth his kind- 
neſſe enery morning, He muſt be called vpon once, 
twice, thrice, to render vengeance : Lord, how 
long ſball the wicked; how long ſhall the wicked tri- 
wmph , how long ſhall they wtter and ſpeake hard 
things? dare ſay by a xmzpins, Dolet quoties copi- 
tur eſſe ar” an : Tis agricte to our God, ſo often as 
men conſtraine him, tobee cruell. © 6 /oule ts 
grieucd for the miſery of Iſrael , His 4 bowels are 
tronblid for Eohraims ſake, The rainbow is an 
embleme of Gods mercy ; tis planted in the 
clouds,if you markeir, as if man were ſhooting at 
God, andnotas if God were ſhooting at man. 
The fituation of the Propitiatory,or Mercy-ſear, 
was an argument of his mercy : God comman- 
ded it ſhould be planted ouerthe Arke, in which 
was the teſtimony, the booke of curſings, that 
ſomercy might bee nearc at hand to pronounce 
ſentence of abſolution,when iuſtice is in hand to 


e Ambr.Epift, denounce ſentence of condemnation, © Of ſuch 


Gb,t.ep..z+ 


*' F Aug.lib.13. 


Cap.7.de cit, 
Dei. 


Exod.34- 6. 


infinite compaſsion was our Lord and Saaionr Chriſt 
Teſme,that he would hane pardoned Indas it Indes had 
had grace to hane askt forgineneſſe. Auguſtine? ſairh, 
that ſome of them were forgiutn, that murdered 
Chriff, In the 34. of Exodus, where himſelfe 
proclaimeth his nature by adiectiues, hee begins 
with mercifull, The Lord, the Lord God, merciful, 
'&c. as if mercy hada priority in him, In the 116. 
Pſal me, Verſe 5. he doubles the epithite merciful, 
Hercifull is the Lord,and righteous ; yea, and our God 
& mercifall:as if he had two quantities of mercy 
in him for one ot juſtice; as if no a& of _— 
cou 
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could paſſe from him, but thorow the. gare of 
mercy. Longanimity is as Gods naturall childe; 
the holy Deity is intrauell with ir : euen as any 
thing great with young doth deſire to bee rid of 
the burthen, ſo doth God deſire ro poure forth 
his mercy : neuer Nurſe, when herbreaſts were 
full of milke, was in greater paine for children ro 
ſucke them,than God is in paine to haue children 
to draw his mercy from him. Iuſtice commeth 
from God, as a fting froma Bee, conſtrainedly ; 
Mercy floweth from him , as honey from a Bee, 
moſt willingly : Mercy is as eſſentiall to him, as 
light is to the ſunne, or as heate is to the fire; hee 
delights in mercy, as any ſenſe or faculry of. our 
ſoules doe intheir ations, theeyein ſeeing, or 
theearein hearing, or the memory in remem- 
bring : Patience, and clemency,and mercy, and 
compaſſion, and peace, arethe fruits of his bow- 
els, the of-ſpring which the diuine nature doth 
produce; fury, and rage,and anger, andafflition, 
and warre, and flaming fire, are forced into him 
by the prouoking exorbirances of the world, 
God dothall along the Scripture cuen court 
ſinners to rurne from their vicious courſes ; the 


M 


omnipotent Creatour doth cuen turne begger, to | 


beſeech his creatures to walke in his wayes , not 
that tis any aduantage to him, if all the world 
ſhould worſhip him with a holy worſhip : Caz 4 
man be profitable to God, as be that ts wiſe u profitable 
to himſelfe? Is it any pleaſurctothe Almighty, that 
thou art righteous, or is it gaine to him, that thon 
make? rhy wajes perfert? ſaith = phaz the Tema- 

> nite 


# 
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niteto holy Iob. Our goodneiſe extendeth not 


' tohim ; Non eger ipſa inititia homine: He hath no 


"Aur lib.10. 


cap, 5, ds ruite 
Be, 


need, no not of mans rigliteouſneſſe. Neg, fonti ſe 
quiſquam drxerit profuiſſe ſt biberit, neg, luci ſivides 
r71t , A man cannot ſay he doth the fountain good 
by drinking ofit,or the light by ſeeing by it, nor 
that hedoth God good by ſeruing of him; all the 
worſhip nian pertormes.to God, is for mans pro- 
fir, not Gods : wherefore a man duely pondering 
of that vayowie that long ſuffering which is in 
God, that beareth with many millions of miſde- 
meanours mortall men commit , whereby hee is 
infinitely diſhonoured, and of that free loue thar 
doth prouoke him todefire mans loue, whereby 
he is in noreſpe@bencfited ; if hee be net repro- 
bate filuer , if hee haueany reliques of Religion 
leftin him, how. can it chooſe bur. inflame his 
foule to loue the Almighty 2 Many agreatdiſho- 
nour did God put vp before hee drowned the old 
world, 15 00. years and odde he patiently waited 


| they ſhould amend their manners, before hee be- 


ganto affright them with any mention of a floud, 
yeaand after hee had threatned a deluge,hee gaue 
them 120, yeares reſpit to change their courſes, 
afforded them all thattime Noah to preach righ- 
teouſneſſe vnts them: After all this, when the 
1500, yeares were ended, and the 120.were cx- 
ſpired, when the Arke was builded, and Noah 
and his family were aboard in her, yer hee pro- 
long'd thetime /evex dsyes before he broke open 
the fountaines of the great deepe, and opened the 
flond-gates of Heauen. And ſo for the Sodo- 

| mites, 
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mites, pf} extorſerunt vt perirext; They them- 
ſelues wreſted from God their owne deſtruQion: 
their iniquities, like rebels, make a head,as if they 
would bid Heauen a battell , and dare God and 
his Angels to doe their worſt; and God for many 
yearcs carried himſelfe paticntly:at laſt when no 
forbearance could beget repentance, no procra- 
ſtination of their affliction in him, could procure 
an alteration of manners inthem, Then the Lord 
rained upon Sodorme and Gomorrah brimſione and 
fire, from the Lord ont of Heaues. 

Or you may,if you pleaſe, let this (Then) in 
my Text, anſwer tothe (Whew) inthe Verſe next 
before it, When Lot was entered into Zoar, Thes 
the Lord rained vpon Sadome and Gomorrah brim- 
fone and fire, from the Lord out of Heanen, And 
from thence you may make an obſeruation, how 
dearc in the {1ght ofthe Lord a righteous man is : 
Sodome could not bee burnt before Lot was de- 


Salutan. 


parted ; Heſte thee, e/cape to Zan : for I camnot dce Gen. 19.22. 


exy thing till thou be come thither, ſaith the Angell 
to Lot;zthc Angell had given him in commiſſion 
ro be as prouident in Lots preſeruation, as to bee 
diligent in the Sodomites deſtruction : Haſte thee, 
eſcape thither : for I cannot doc any thing till thee 
come thither, A ſpeech.the more I meditate ypon 
it, the more Iam amazed at it. St, Auguſtine ſaith, 
a certain Platoniſt, as Simplitianus told him,faid 


thoſe yords of St. lohns Goſpell: 1» the begtnwing 1char. r. 


was the word, and the word was with God, andthe 


word was God, the ſame was in the beginning with 
God,were fitto bewritten in letters of gold,and to 
| E C 2 


Aug. lib.16.de | 
be canis Dei. 02.9 
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Pſal.z $627 . 


Varro, 


beſctvpto be read inthe higheſt places of all 
Churches ; and the reaſon of this his high com- 
mendation of that faying', is, becauſetisſuch a 
ſtrong text to confirme Chriſts diuinity, : For, as 
Ambroſe well noteth, crat, erat, erat,erat : ecce 


"quater erat , & vbiinucnit Arrianz quod nonerat ? 


the word was, it was, it was, it was: behold , St. 
Iohn ſaith foure times it was in the beginning, 
and where doth Arrius finde that it was notin 
the beginning? Verily,this Scripture, He//e rhee,e- 


ſcape thither:for I can de nothing til thou be come the 


ther,deſerueth to be inſcribed ypon every mans 
heart, that God ſhould ſo tender the welfare of 


his ſeruant, asto profeſle plainly, hee could not 


vindicate himſclfe ypon his foes, vntill hee had 
raken order for his ſafety: I am rapt to reade it, & 
pray you all totake ſpeciall notice of it;Whex Lot 
was eutered into Zoar, Then, and not before then, 
the Lord rained wper Sodome and wpon Gomorrah, 
brimſione and fire, from the Lord out of Heanen. And 
to ſay continuallyas the Pſalmiſt doth , Bleed & 


the Lord, which hath alwaies pleaſure inthe proſpe. 


rity of his ſergant. 

Wicked men may likewife make to themſelues 
aduantage by this obſeruation , and learneto re- 
ſperherighteous, becauſe they fare the better 
for it. Mundus eft magna homillidomu ; The world 
is the great houſe of little man,and faithfull men 
are the buttreſſes and pillars, to. vphold. jt from 
ruine and confufion : they ſtand inthe gappebe. 
twixtthe world and Gods wrath, as. Moſes his 

.chofen did in the breach betwixt the Iſraclites 
| 4H | and 


o 4 021-18 _—_ . 
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and Gods anger, whentliey had vext him atthe 


waters of ſtrife, to turne away his indignation Pal106.23, 


from them, leſt hee ſhould deſtroy them. The 
Nurſe fareththe better oftentimes fortheChilds 
ſake, and ſo doe the wicked for the children of 
Gods fake : Abraham could haue compounded 
with God for tenne righteous men for Sodomes 
ſfinnes , and ſo haue ſaued the placeand the inha- 
bitants from deſtrution. - Yea Ieruſalem, iam 
jamy, peritura., euen now ypon the puſh of being 


H ie YOM 


deſtroyed, is offercd to Ieremiahto be ſpared, if - 


there could bat aman bee found in it that executed 


one righteous man, that his holineſle ſhall bal- 
Jance many a thouſands wickednefſe. Good men 


are ſanguis mundi , the bloud of theworld : when 


they dye, aman may feare the very world lyeth 
adying. When Eliah the Prophet was taken from 
the head of his ſeruant Elifha, and carried vp into 


Terem. 5,7, 


righteouſneſſe.Arſuch a high rate doth God value - 


Heauen, Eliſha cryed our, My father, my father,the \neg.1.us; 


chariot of Iſrael, and the horſemen thereof; As if he 
ſhould haue ſaid, Eliah that good man, that was 
the onely chariot and horſemen to defend Iſrael, 


he had ſuch power with Gad, becauſe of his holy 
life to hinder him from plaguing of it, is taken 


fromit, If God goec out againſt a placeto ouer- 
throw it, one inſt man is a better fort to defend it, 
thanarocke-of marble, or a rampier of flint: A 
' good man hatha great deale of intereſt in God, 


' Godwill cometoaparley with him, and yeeld 


tohim inany tolerablercqueſt:that ſpeech which 


God vſedto Moſes onthe Mount, is proofeſuffi- 
Oo - _ C3 cient 


= 
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; Krod.z2-10, 


Exod.32,10. 


aA 


cient to informe wicked men, how gracious a 


good manis with the great God.' Iſrael had treſ(- 


paſſed greatly, turned the glory of the iguiſible 
God, intothe {tmilitude of an Oxe that ecateth 
grafſe , and by that Idolatry angred Tchouah ſo 
farre, that hee hath a thought to confound them, 
and yet before hee will proceed to execution, 


knowing Moſes loue to them was ſuch, he would 


be making interceflion, and knowing his owne 
natureto bee ſuch, that if Moſes mediated, hee 


could not chooſe but remit, the omnipotent God | 


doth petition fraile man not to interpoſe ; Now 
therefore let mec alone that my wrath may waxe hote 
againſt thew, and that I may conſume them, And 
when Moſes would not bee perſwaded from ma- 
king ſupplication, but fals ypon God for Abra- 


' hams ſaketotake compaſſion, God offereth Mo- 


ſes compoſition to let himalone : Let wee alone_s, 
that my wrath may waxe bote apainſt them, and that 
I may conſumethem, and Iwitmake of thee « great 
people: When nothing would beat Moſes off from 


| being inſtant andearneſt with God for their par- 


don, the Text ſaith, The Lord repented of the enill 
which he thought to do untorhe people : Ancxample 
that may moue a heart compoſed of hatred a- 
gainſt Gods choſen, and turne ir into loue, Nay, 
an after generation fareth the berter oftentimes 
for a good man of a former. generation , it was 
aboue 100. yeares by. computation, betwixt the 
reigneof King Dauidazfid King Toram, and yet 
though the impicties of Ioram deſcrued to haue 
his Kingdome rent -away from -him , The wary 
, | Wok 
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wil wot deſtroy Indah for Danid his ſernants ſake. 2Reg 8.19. 
Twohundred ſeuentyand fixe men had their lives Aas 2. 
ſaued for St,Pauls ſake from ſhipwracke: God gave Verſe 24. 


him all that ſailed with him, as the Angell ſaid, 
Small reaſon therefore haue difſolute wretches 
to contemne good people, if they confider it : Is 
was a baſevnworthy ſpeech of Haman, when hee 


told King Ahaſhucroſh, 7t was not for his profit tg Heſt.z.8. 
ſaſfer the ewes; Himſelfe and his. kingdome fared 


the better for ſuch inhabitants, Make mnch of 
honeſt men, my Beloued ; make much of honeſt 
men: they are medulls mund;to the world as mar- 
row is tothe bones, the ſtrengthand ſtay of it, 
Thetares would quickly be weeded yp, were it 
not for plucking vp the good corne allo, Solong 
as there are good men, poſhibly the world may 
endure: when once thereis a generall dearth of 
00d men,aduerhis preſent world for eucrmore. 
No maruaile Laban was fo loath to part with Ia- 
cob, and would come to anew compoſition with 
him,ratherthan he ſhonldquir his ſeruice; he had 


learnt by experience, #has the Lord had bleſſed him Ger.30.27; 


for Tacobs ſake. David cries out inthe 12.?/alme_>, 


Helpe Lord: And why what is the matter with Plal.r2.r. 
Dauid ? O the goaly man ceaſeth, the faithfull faile 


from among the children of men: And isthat ſuch a 

matter to bee tranſported at? Yes, it is a fatall 
figne, when there is a decreaſe of good men , Ex- 
cept the Lord of Hoſts had left unto ws 4 ſeed, wee 
ſhould haue been as Sodome, and we ſhould haue been 
like unto Gomorrah, | 


The Dragon that i wroth with the woman, ma- Ayocar.rp. | 


keth 


EE ea A a was, 
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 keth maryre with the remnant of her ſeed, that is, 
i , the Diuell who is wroth with the Church, inall 

i ages hath plottedthe ruines ofthoſe which keepe 
the commandements of God, and haue the tefti- 
mony of Ieſus Chriſt, and infuſed a ſtrong con- 


ccit inthe hearts of-all his ſubieRs, that zhez were 
the cauſes of all calamities. If Tiber ouerflowed 


the heauens were braſſe, orthe earth quaked, if 
there were a plague or famine in the Common- 


| 
cauſe of all miſeries. St. Auguſtine ſaith it grew 
| Deidib.2.cap.3. 807mm gratis, Raine hath failed, becauſe the 
—Y name Chriſtian 1s tolerated. Alas, blinde Hea- 
then, wercitnot for Chriſtianity , there would 
I | ſoone bee an end of Infidelity : God bleſſeth the 
Egyprians houſe for Ioſephs ſake, not Ioſeph for 
the Egyptians ſake. Gcd bleſt Sodome for Lots 
ſake, not Lot for Sodomes ſake, tis evident here 
in this Text: for while Lot remained within her 
] wals, it weat well with her , when Lot was gone 
| out of her, Thex the Lord rained vpon Sodome and 


'E Heaxen, The ſame day that Lot went out of Sodome, 
Tf it rained fire aud brimilone from Heauen , and de- 
| firojed them «ll : he that rainedit beares record of it, 
Aft | Lake 17.29. And we know that hisrecord is true. 


; 21g} 2. Secondly, of Gods fury, and of Sodome and 
1 7 | Gomorrahs miſery. 
T7 | ] | : God 


her bankes, if Nilus did not water thefields, if 
Terr, Apot. Wealth of Rome, the people cried, To the Lyon 
' witha Chriſtian, as iftheir being had beenethe 


Aug. de ciuie. £02 Prouerbe in Rome, Plunia defect, Chriſtiant 


Gomorrah brimſtone and fire , from the Lord out of 
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God is no way {olong {uftering in bearing,that 
he is not asiuſt in puniſhing ; If a man will not 
turne, he will whert his ſword. God ſpun out the 
thread of his loue toan immeaſurable length, to 
try whether the men. of Sodome would lay hold 
of it ; heedid angle forthem, fate in heauen, ler 
 downethe line of his loue, and baited ir with his 
mercy, to proue whether the men of Sodome 
would ſwallow it, that hee mighr catch their 
foules. Twas long before he was prouoked, he did 
ſmother indignation many yeares, before it 
kindled and came to bee deuouring flame, and 
when all would not pteuaile, Then the Lord ragucd 
upon Sodome and Gomorrah brimſione and; fire, from 
the Lord ont of Heanen. | 

Here, my Beloued, I will giue you another ob- 
ſcruation :'As God is infinite in-ſuffering, vrged, 
choroughly vrged, before he will breake out into 
fury, ſo hee is violent and fierce in the-execution 
of his indgement , when heeis reſolued vpon it : 
The longer the archer drawes before hee looſes, 
the ſdrer ſhot hee tnaketh; the longer God is be» 
fore he poureth forth his vengeance; the more 
twill ſcorch. Inced not ſearch other Chronicles 
for examples to verifie this colletion, Sodome 
and Gomorrah retifie the truth of it. Strabo ſaith, 


——.—_—_— 


nature wrought this a&, and tha the fire Hhed 5,,.1,.c. _ 
out of rhe earth which conſumed theſe cities;but ib.16. 


Strabo-vnderſtood not the Scriptures, nor the 
power of God ;he is buta prophane author, and 
-wearc nottecredit his report : Wee hatie Moſes 
and the Prophets, and we 4” them ; and 


they 
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Bafil. endl, 
Leads. 


Ezcd.9.24- 


Ariſt.11b.g. de 
:@lpd. Fo 


Job 1.16. 


| | 2-Repg'1, 


they ſay The Lord rained por Sodome and Gomor - 
rah brimitone ana fire, from the Lord out cf Heauen, 
Fearful] raine,*Tertullian ſaith,that the City cal- 
led >/alſiniamin Italy, was deſtroyed with fire 
from hcauen, Hiſtories ſay , that in the yeare of 
our Lord 717. wacnthe Arabians and Saracens 
lay at the ſiege of Canſtantinople, fiery haile fell 
from heauen and burnt.their. Nauie. In Exodrs 
9.24; It rained haile, and firg mingled with the 
haile, very grienos, ſuch as there was none likeit in 
all the land of Egypt, ſince it becamea Nation, Here 
it rained brimftone, and fire mingled with rhe 
brimſtane, very.-grievous, ſuchas there was none 
inal the.world, fince it was a world. From - 
whence came it? from the Lord out of heauen.In- 
deedthe Philoſophers ſay there isan element of 
fire aboue; and though the elementary.firebee-of 
Its. owne nature vncapableto moue; downward, 
ynleſſc it be forced,as alſo vacapable of voracity, 
yaleſſe a conſuming faculty be ſupernaturally ad- 
ded to\it, yet wee know God can ,, and it may be 
at.thjs time did-indue that. ſimple fire with:4hoſe 
qualities, to makethe miraclethegreater, Iobs 
cattell and his ſeruants were burnt with fire from 
Heanen ; the fire of. God.. So likewiſe fire- came 
downe from heauen atEliah's call-, and berys rhe 
rwo Capt aines and their fifties. ,\ Butthereare no 
veines of brimſtonealoft ; whatthought it may 
be, God borrowed brimſtone of the carth;it may 
be hedid commandthe Sunneto.cxhale vp ſome 
tointerminglewith his potion, which headmi- 


niftredto diſcaſed Sodame ; it. may be berurned 


ayre. 


pI 
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ayrcinto brimſtone, as bee did water into wine_), lohn :. 
Whatſocuer fire it was, ſimple or compound,and 
wheEſocuer he had the brimſtone,it matters not 
much to diſpute, ſureIamit was the Lords do-. 
ing, raineithedid, and though it þe maruellous 
in our eyes, becauſe ſupernaturall, the Heauens 
not vfingto poure downe brimſtone drops, yet 
to him it was no more ditficultto ſay tothe brim- 
ſtone, -Burne thou Sodome, than to /«y ## the tobz,.. 
ſnow, Be thou wpon the earth, 
| Alas, what became of the inhabitants ? What 
became of them 7 naught became of them , they 
wereall cuery mothers childe fried in brimſtone 
flames : a terriþle iudgement, take it into your 
con{ideration;and wonderat it. The ſame mor- 
ning the ſunne did ariſe in his wonted manner, 
decktall the plaine of Iordan with his glorious 
raies, and before it was climb'd vp tothe mert- 
dian, !8f4r02w,regio eſt, Sodome is all in a:flame, Tert.Sedowe. 
her citizens bee all ina fire, her foile is poyſon'd 
with ſulphur, her vines and oliuetrees bee blaſted 
with filthy fume, -the earth yawn'd and denoun- 
c<d the ruines of the buildings, that were not:of 
combuſtible matter , together with the: aſhes of 
the inhabitants : thoſe that whilere did boile in 
luſt, doe now boile with fire, God mecterh their 
ftrange luſt with ſtrange fire, quencheth the heate 
of their concupiſcence with the heate of brim-_ 
tone; fils their ſwallowes, thatwere accuſtomed 
to bee fill'd with fſauorie meates\, with ſtifling 
ſmoke, conſumethall, their bodies, their goods, 
thcir.catrell,' yea their whole territory with, a 
TF* ; ſhoure 
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Auzllib,r.ce 
mirab, Script. 


Wiſd.19, 20. 


Tudges Is. 


of Philiſtia; ſcourethorough the ficlds of Sodom 


ſhoure of fire from heauen. /»famem vitam fams- 
Ja pena conſumit, A famous puniſhment finiſheth 
an infamous life, Some were ſmitten with blind- 
neſſe, and rather run into, than from the ſcorch= 
ing flames : Others no ſooner cry Fire, fire, but 
their tongues burne with fire to ſtop their cla- 
mour: A third ſcudsout of the City, and a ſheere 
of fire, liketo a ſwift Herauld, makethafter him, 
arreſts him, andexecuteth the will of God ypon 
him : Some leape into the water, hoping thereby 
to be reſcued from the fire, becauſe of the naturall 
contrariety that is betwixt thoſe twoelements 
and, as inthe Egyptian plagues, I ſhall now tell 
youa wonder, fireand water were made friends 
together for that day : the fire had power in the_ 
water, forgetting his owne vertue, and the water for- 
got her owne quenching nature, TInone ſtreete the 
hore tiles ſpring from off the flaming roofes, 
braining thoſe that paſſed vnder ;'in another lane 
the ſcalding lead drops downe out of the gutters, 
and lights vpon the hairy ſcalph of ſuch as had 
gone on in their wickedneſſe : Here is a hideous 
noiſc heard with the downefals of houſes, there 
is a pitcots Ery to be heard, made by people ſore- 
ly tormented in that flame. The heauens thunder 

earfully , the lightning flaſheth diſmally , the 


| brimſtone burnes inquenchably, the people 


{hreek vniuerſally , the cattel! bellow miſerably, 
God is angry terribly, becauſe they had finn'd 
abominably. The flakes of fire, like Sampſons 
foxes with fire-brapds at their tailes in the fields 


and 
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and Gomorrah, and the adiacent Cities, and. 
burne vpthe ſtanding corne, with the vineyards 


and olines. For all this Gods anger 15 not tarnes 4- Efay 5.29, 


wa), but his hand « ſtretched out ſtill. 


As Chriſt curſed the fig-tree, and ſaid, Let no wauh,z1.19, 


fruit grow on thee henceforward for cuer, {0 
Godcurſed the land of Sodome,and ſaid, Let ne- 
uer inhabirant dwell in thee more henceforward 
for cuer ; the children were burnt with their pa- 
rents, that not a remnant of the bloud of Sodo- 
mites might remaine. Ioſephus writes , thar all 
that huge Army which Pharaoh led forthagainſt 
the Iſraclites, conſiſting of 50000. horſemen, 
and 200000. footmen, was ſovtterly defeated, 
that there was not one left aliue to carry home 
newes of the ouerthrow:and the Pſalmiſt iuſtifi- 


eth it, The waters conered their enemies, there was pry (og. iy, 


not one of themleft. A ﬀearfull deſtrution, that 
not one ſhould be able to come off, of ſuch amul- 
titade, yet twas nor likethis of Sodomes;though 
they loſt many of their ms eng; yet there were 
more Egyptians left behinde, Pre/etary, to in- 
creaſe and multiply ; here was an vtter extirpati- 
on, an cuerlaſting extinion of the whole race of 
 Sodomites: The nurfe burnt with the childe at 
her breaſt, the morher melred with her babe in 


her belly, the father fryed with his poſterity in 


his loynes, young men were diſlolued toaſhes, 
young maidens were conſumed to cinders, and 
nor one only of a fort, butall of euery ſort, all 
that gaueſucke,all that were great with childe,atl 
that had beene, that were;or might be fic for prov 
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Amo.!b,2.de 
UIcal.gCNt. Ce 4+ 


Ter,$0.39-40» 


| Gen«13-10- 


Gen.3-1 8. 


1 Zeph.2-9, 


SO —_———————— et 


creation, of both ſexes, male and female, of all 
ages, young and old, dyedin that dreadfull fire, 
Du0s una impietas prophananit , vnaſententia aele- 
uit. So ſaith St. Ambroſe of thoſethat periſhed 
by thefloud, and fo ſay I ofthoſethar periſhed by 
this fire :-For all this Gods anger i not turned away, 
bat his hand is ſtretched ont ſtill. 

God hath curſedthe very climate, made it in- 
habitable, hath ſo altcred the condition of the 
ground, that forreiners if they would aduenture 
ro plant colonies there, cannotby any induſtry 
manure it ſo that it ſhall beare fruit, .It hath Ba- 
bylons curſe ; I# ſballbe no more inhabited for ecer, 
wether ſhall it bee dwelt in /rom generation togene- 
ration ; no man ſhall abide there,nexther ſhall any fon 
of man awell therein: Once it was the choiſcſt ſeat 
vnder the ſunne, the very Paradiſeof the world, 
holding reſemblance with the garden of the Lord , 
corne. and wine, and oile, did.increaſe there ſo 
abundantly; it was ſo fertile aſoile, that people 
beleeued it to be Gods peculiar habitation. Mar- 
tin Luther ſaith, that cruell raine hath madeit fo 
barren, that the ground hath loſt herfoyſon, ir 
cannot be till'd,the.plowers cannotteare it vp in- 
to furrowes, to harrow-inany kinde of graine. 
God curſed the earth becauſe Adam tranſgreſ- 
ſed,yet not ſo, butthart ſhor/d bring forth thornes 
and thiftles :] cannot reade thateyther thorne or 
thiſtle will grow on Sodomes ſoile ; tis onely « 
breeding place of nettles and [alt-pits. God ſaid,he 
would lay Babylon in that deſolatetaking ; rhar 
none but dolcfull creatures ſhould poſſefleit ; as 

LO Gs Owles, 
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Owles, Dragons, Satyrs: [ cannot heare thar ey- 
ther Owle, or Dragon, or Satyr will dwell where 
Sodome was ; thoughthe wildernefle. of Arabia 
bordervponit, and could ſpare plenty of ſuch 
creatures to people it,if they did not diſdaineto 
maketheir neſtsn it. Ieruſalem for crucifyingthe 
Lord of glory, was razed in that faſhion by Titus 


the Emperour, that thoſe which came afterward - 
to ſee, could hardly þe-perfwadedto belecue that: 


there. cucr had beetr ſuch-a City as Ieruſalem, Yer 


Siou i become e plowed field. Troy, for theperiury ler.a6.18. 


of Laomedon, and forthe adultery of Paris, was 
burnt to duſt and afhes;one Fimbriathe day after, 
to be ſure Troy ſhould not want.deſolation;went 
ouerallthe ruines, prying and ſearching where 
any thing-was ſtanding, to raze that downe alſo, 


yet iam, ſeges et vbi. Trois fait , now graſſe doth ,;qyip. 
grow:where the City of Troy was. The Land of 


Sodome is like ſaltthat hath: loſt his ſauour,good 
for nothing , ncicher will a fowwle flye in her ayre, 
nor a fruitripenin her vallies;, nor. a fiſh ſpawne 
in her river: A poole of waterthere is, rightly 
_ call d mare moriunm, the dead ſea, becauſe 

Nequit proferre aliquans de gargite gentem- 
Squamigeram.. 

It cannot bring forth ourof the deepegulfe 
any oftheſcaly people. 


Diuers Authors giue this-ſea diuers names.; fome 


call it mere maledidum, the curſed lea : ſome ware 
ſolitadinis, the deſert ſea : ſome mare Diabols, the 


Diuecls ſea. Philo the Iew ſaith it ſmokes ſtill; and 


thereforc ſome ſay tis camines gebenne, thevery 


chimney , 


— 
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Eſay 20.33 


chimney of hell. Yet here is nor all : Forall this 
Gods anger i not turnd awas from them, but his hand 
& ſiretchedout ſtill, All this is but the beginning of 
their ſorrowes, there is a worſer doome behinde 
for theſe ſenſuall men : Whats that? fire and 
brimſtone againe. W hat brimſtone ? that freame 
of brimFoxe the Prophet ſpeaketh of, that ever /a- 


Marth-z5.41, ſting fire, ſuch as # prepared for the dinell end his an- 


Pſal.126.5. 


Pſal. 3 2, b_ 


Wild.x 7el T. 


, Nahum 1.9. 


gels. Whar, fire and brimſtone here, and fireand 
brimſtone hereafter, fireand brimſtone ix infixi- - 
7#m,doth it ſtand with divine Iuſticee I confeſſe, 
calamities poured downe vpon good people, are 
the carneſt of an euerlaſting inheritance, good 
people, if they ſow in teares, ſhell reape in ioy ; but 
the indgements which the wrath of God raines 
downe in this life vpon the wicked, ſuch asthe 
Sodomites were, are but the preambles to future 
woes ; butentrances into, not exemptions from 
enſuing miſeries : Great plagnes rewmaine for the 
ongodly. Tis ſaid, that the heauie wight which was 
ſpread ouer the Egyptians , wes but an image of that 
darknefſe which ſhvald afterwerdreceine them: And 
I may ſay,the fire and brimftone which fell vpon 
the Sodomites in this life, was buta figure of that 
fire and brimſtone which ſhall feed vpon them in 
the life to come. God, by the holy Prophet Na- 
hum,threatens his enemies to bring yponthem ſo 
much tribalation , #hat afflifion ſhould not riſe up 
the ſecond time: There ſhould benoneed of a new 
plague, he would pay them home at once. From 
whence Pelzgius concludes, God will not puniſh 
finners twice, Ah Pelagius, if they be ſuch ſin- 
| ners 
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ners as the Apoſtle St, Paul ſpeaketh of, that dee - RP 


201 like to retaine Godin their knowledge, as the So- 
domites were, tis not the vtrertuinating of- their 
dwclling places, and the rooting out of them and 
their poſterity from rhe carth , will acquitthem 
and ſatisfie Gods iuftice; a worſer doome is be- 
hinde, infinite extremity, deuouring fire, euerla- 


ſting burnings; the Sodomites ſuffer the vengeance, *pil-Tud.ver.7 


of eternall fire:and thereafon is, wicked men, if. 
it were intheir power, would live without end, 
that they mightſinne without end, and therefore 
tis agrecablce to. Gods iuſtice, that their ſoules 
ſhould neuer-want woe inthe.next world, thatby 
their good will would never want wickedneſſe ia: 
this. Let no man flatter himſelfe in his owne 


heart, becauſetis ſaid , God will not 4lwaies chide, Plal,roz.ge 


weytber will he keepe hu anger for ener. Letnoman 
reaſon, Man ſin'd but a time,and God will puniſh 
him but for atime ; rather let him know, heethar 
fins againſt an infinite Maicſty,muft expe&to en- 
dure infinite miſery, if it be not preuented by in- 
finite mercy : Hee that negledts. incffible. ggad- 
neſle, muſt looke to bee expoſed to incffable bad- 
nefſe. Man by finne deſtroyed that good, which 
if he had kept, would haue made him eternally 
bleficed ,and louedthat cuill, which not tepented 
of, will make himeternally curſed, if ir be impu- 
ted ro him, and not. ſatisfied for by the bloud of 
Chrift.. God doth not meaſure finne 8e-poris lon- 

gitadine, by the quantity of time in which ir is 
committed, nor proportion the puniſhment after 
that rate ; then abecaſtly VT HA ſhould _ 
| ut 
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but a few minuts torment : he doth tudge of finne 
as Auguſtine ſaith, iniquitatis megnritudinc, by the - 


deciutt. De. eceatneſle of the iniquity, and correſpondent to. 


that altors the-plague. ton nent i fk 5 
- Then are the Sodomites: vtterly vahappy z. 
firſt, robe turned to deſtruction; and then to bee - 
ruriedintochell:: Who can help-it?rhe Holy Qne 
_ - obiifbget is norts heſleighted, ts horro be negler 
dedo My heaut dancetly:for igp-to muſevponttie 
deptlvof his (nercie, yet had wee|beft to be adui- 
ſedthat wee abuſe it not by preſtumMprion.; hee is: 
nota Godof wood;;. nor of fone; infenſible. of 
diſhoanbut, orcarcleſſe. of parmipention:;;. ifheebe 
longprouked, hee wilt avhalbawakelike agyant 
our vo flvepe, atidreare thoſe inhhiswrarh, rhacr 
 foaxe notrheBerdandhis ſtrength: A wretched: 
peoptethey: weee, rhe Sodomitres were, to linefs, 
aStodeforvern haut their coutitry and their kin-: 
red rained ſo'ixreparably; yet more wretched. to. 
line f0:as to: deferue to. have their bodies and 
ſoules -damaned:; cremnally.i' Tis : lamentable to 
thinks of their iudbement paſt, tisgmorelamenta- 
blerothimeofcticitiudgementto comet though 
theirbadies are o@nſutned vnto:diiſts, .as:ſmall as 
that which the: wiurlewinde batters} per: God 
wilt colte& rogether: all part-aticewory; one: of 
themii(for tis az vafietohinvtomaiſeddead man 
out ofthis grause, astis-for one of vs tarmiſt: a '1i- 
uing man-oat.of his bedde) und'whenher hath ſo 
done, he will touchtheir fleſhiwith ſucharouch 
of immortaliry;chat they:ſhallfry:inflamesg. bee 
ſenfibleovfthe paine, 'andyer-novbee ———_ | 
| with . 
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with the fire; as they were when they were Citi- 
zens of Sodome, before that rheir mortall had 
put on immortality ;and as the moth is to the 
garmett,andtheworme's tothe wood , ſo for- 
row ſhalleatetheirhearts.: pra ſenſuws , &5 pare 
-«d«w3;,theconfidetationof that which they ſhall 
ſuffer, -intermixt withthe conſideration of what 
they archerefrof, will crucifie their ſoules with 
ynſpealkablewoe. ooo a}; 
- But, ſairh oneto-mee, omittheeternall indge- 
ment, and prefſethetemporall : forcarnallmen 
will quake moretoheare ofthe loſle of theirbo- 
tics andeftares, than oFrheir:{oules... I can inake 
ho fartherilluſtrationofirthanthis: Thevewert 
{undry goodlyiCirics;of which Sodome was the 
Metropolis , fairely lituated: ina champianin the 
plaine.of Iordan;:plentifully peopled with men, 
awomen;and:children; delicatebyprouided forzot 
corn; and wine, md oy}c;antall atherneceſf- 
ries that mighrany way conduce to:carthly con- 
cent, as irmiphr be this morning, andoh the fame 
day:before nooneyrhe ſoils was eurfediwith bar- 
renneſle; che: beaſts ſuffered> for their anafters 
tranſpreflions,the-people perifhedenery one;cthat 
theremight beean end of therace of Sodvmites ; 
"The Lord from the Lord , Godthe Son from God 
The-Fatheribeing-the agen of: this' aſtonjfhing 
act, freaxd brimſtvne being his inftruments,;cry- 
ne finnestheincitements, and the reaſon Saint 


0 
Peter giucth, Grdturped the Cities bf Sodomeiaud 
:Gomorreh into aſbes, tondeimued them with an oxer- 
-rhrbw j making them at enſamplecontorbiſe which 
SL E3 
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after ſbould live vrgedly: and that Scri pture brings | 
mceto my Applicatien. 


I neede not ſearch into the manners of other 
Nations, norlay my ſcene abroad to make appli- 
cation of my diſcourſe, it holdsat home in many 
things, and inſomethings betterthan I would it 
did; we can vie bleffings with Sodome, heauenly 
and carthly bleffings with Gomorrah, the bleſ- 
fing of peacc, the bleſſing of plenty , the bleſſing 
of Gods Word that incſtimable bleſfing, and wee - 
may tell ſinncs withthem-too;, and I feare ouer- 


rellrhem : IfIhad a Catalogue of the number of 


Sodomes finnes, and a relation of their will and 
erecdinefle to-commit them', and-weretasked to 
compare ours withtheirs , I belecue forquantity 
and manner, wee arc nearc cuen with them: In« 


deed, Petcatum neſandam, that fin not fit to-be na- 


med, the high handof God hath kept out of our 
Countrey, and eucr may it remaine a ſtranger, 0- 
therwiſe I cannot. fer. my thoughts toworke, to 


muſe of any finne thatI doenot finde acted in a- 


bominable manner ; Adultery is in the height, 
hardly more ordinary in afy land; doe not men 
lay wait at their neighbours doores? and do not wo- 
men ſit blowzing tn their windowes, looking for 
their paramaurs,- asthe mother of Siſcra did for 
her ſonne * Pride neuer rode inthat ſtate in the 
ſtreers of Sodome when it went abroad, nor was 


. bedeckt in that gorgeous faſhion when it ſaid at 
home. Idle liketo a pernicious-tetter hath 
oucerun the- land ;there arc. among. vs. an abun- 


dance: 
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dance of {\uch people as. thoſe Theſſalonians 
were whichthe Apoſtle increpartes, :be# welke in- 


ordinately, working not at a/{: Of men many , of 2 Theſ.3.11; 


women not afew,, beſides thoſe ſun-burnt yaga- 
bonds that lye basking vnder hedges, and yaw- 
ling in high wayes, truſting charity with their 
| lines, rather than labour , which ofcentimes fai- 
ling them, of beggersthey become felons, and 
ſo end' their dayes oftentimes curſedly vpon a 
tree, the iuſt iudgement of God vponthem for 
theirinordinate walking. How many men borne 
of gentle bloud, and bred:yp atthe feet of Gama- 
lieL in the ſchooles of the Prophets and Semina- 
ries of learning, of pregnant capacities, and able 
bodies, live out of all honeſt yocations, ſacrifice 
all their time eyther to Morpheus the miniſter of 
fleep, or to Bacchus the god of wine, or to Venus 
the goddeſſeof beauty, as tf neitherthetrue God, 
nor the Common-wealth deſerued any-time.to 
be ſpent-in their ſervice, all were due to the bed, 
thetauerne, and the brothel-houſer 


Edcbant &+ bibeband,, Themen of Sodomedid Luke 37.28:.. 


cate anddrinke, ſaith our.Sauiour ; Ecce peccaiume 
welaptatis, Behold- the finne of voluptuouſneſle : 
Take notice of the garbs of men of preſenttimes, 
and truſt mee not if you doe not ſec Sodome. e- 
qualled, if not outſtript in glutteny : Could the 


44anes of any man appeare, that ener dwelt with- 


in the confines of that Country, at one of our 
feaſts,the ghoſt would ſay our feaſts-doe farre ex- 
ceed; It euer Nation was-to bee condemn'd for 

ſuperfluity. in. fare, I doe bewaile this Land,in 


a <-> oo. 


. 
ER 


The deſtruftion of So D OME. 


Luke 17.28. 


mecca, 


which I was borne, and thiis City in which now I 
breathe ;good Lord; that thou ſhouldeſt giue vs 
plenty, and we ſhould ſpend it ſo profuſely. 
Emebant © wvenacbant , The men of Sodome 
did buy and {ell, Ecce peceatum cupiditatis, Behold 
the ſia of conectouſneſſe : And had couctouſheſle 
2 habitation in Sodome? and was filthy auarice a 
cauſe of her deſolation? then Lord bee merciful! 
vnto our Land , that hath many amemberin it, 
who our of a couetaus deſire, haue made a marri- 
agewithſiluer, andgiucn abill of diuorceto ITeſus 
Chriſt ! The Clergie inthe Church, as in Pro- 


> ef) 1 , y . "EY IPL 
burns ſpers getieration, Non vf meliares , feds ditiores, 


de vita c0n. 


nee vt ſantiores, ſed vt honoratiores iſint ceteru 


ſtinant Make haſte notto bebetter, butto bee &- 


cher, not to be more holy, but to be more honou- 


:rable than other-men , forgetting thar of St. Paul 


to-Timothy, No mar thut warrethient euglethhins- 
oſelfe with the affairesof this life; that he may pleaſe_> 
his who bath choſen him to be & ſonldier. The Gen= 


: _ try inthe countrey,as in Aupuſtines dayes, mags: 
Aug.Afe 634-Des | | | 


Gh.3.capels 


.Prou.11.4. 


flemaechantar {i ville wile habeent., quam [j vi- 
rams, arc farre moreoffendediat the'badnefſe of 
their Lordſhips; rhan at the-badneſſe of their 
lives; neuer remembring that of Salomon, Riches 
profit not in the day of wrath,bat righteosſneſſe delie 


wereth from death; The Gallants inthe Court ;' as 
.tn Iugurtha King of Numidia's daics, are ſo pro- 


_ -digall;rhar they will not keep goods themſelnes, 


cept, Owe #8 man any thing, but 16 lout' one another. 


and {o couetous,thatthey willnotſufferothers to 
keepe theirs; makinghno vſcofthe Apoſtles pre 


The 
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. which cryedto-Heaucn for briznſtone,wirh thac 
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The Aduocates and Pleaders at the barre, as-in | 
PopeEugenius his dayes, greedy of filthy leere,,,,. 1. 4 
looke their Hoxerariszm: ſhould be of ſuch avahue;con/id. 
that a: man. had bctrertake our::Samiour Chrifts 

counſel litterally vnderſtoad; 1fanx ſac him ar the Math.5.40. 
law and take away hu coate, let him haze biecloake_> 

alſo, than contend for his coate againe , never re- 
membringthatſpeech of:our Saniaur:to the Pub- 

licans , Exai yo moretban that which is appointed x,y 1c. 


e/Edificabant, & plantabart, They planted, they 
builded, Ecce peccatans. fereritatis:, Beholdi the fin 
of ſecurity: And did:fecurity make her neſt with- 
in that for cuer curſed conntrey:? Examine allthar 
euer breath'dout of Engliſh ayre, and ler chem 
ſpeakethe truth: fromtheir hearts and-verily:they 
muſt certifie, none thatcuer: wereſprinkled with 
the waterof Baptiſme,nuzzle themſelucs-more in 
ſecurity than. wee. - Stratonicustold/ the Rodes, 
they builded as if theywould liue cuer,. andieate 
as if they would dye. pteſently : For Glurrons; 
thaſe Epicuresithat defired of 'ithe gadsmeckes for 
long as Cranes, that the delicious-retlifhofmears 
anddrinkes might remainelong; werenotmore 
to be blamedrhan ſomeamong vs: Andfor buil> 
ders, Nimrod rhatwas aprune' agentin Babels Gen, 10.10» 
building,” was not more ambiwiousoferernizing 
hisnamethanwe;, nov Ab{blon,rhat built.s #ower 
in the-ualleyi of. Sauch to kerpe his name in'remem- 
braxce;callma tit Abſoloyi plave. i 
1. Nay;wearenotclcarcofthat finne of Sodoar, 


Luke Jol $. 


2.Jam,1$. 18. , 


% 
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which cried lowdeſt, of retOycing in doing euill, 
A fin not greaterthan can bee forgiuen, for whar 


' finne can bee ſo deadly, thatthe death of Chriſt 


will not ſalue 2 but I dare ſay tis a ftane that muſt 
haucan infinite meaſure of mercy, and an abun- 
dant meaſure of teares to waſh it away , and yer 
tis among vs an vſiuall finne,and very vſuall finne: 
Marke it when you pleaſe, when tw@ humours 
meet that loue finne alike, you ſhall heare the one 
vaunting to the other of his wickedneſſe,and then 
laugh himſelfe at his owne beaſtlineſſe, cheerevp 


| his heart atthe repetition of his owne vngodli- 


neſſe. O Lord, looke downe from heauen, behold 
and viſice the world,andreſtrainethe ſons of men 
from this moſt grieuous iniquity. . 

Ephraimand Manaſſes are in our Land. ful- 
nefle of bread and forgetfulneſſle of God. Gog 
and Magog are in our mother City, pride and 
plenty. Bloud maketh a clamour at the gates of 
heauen for vengeance, oppreſſion preſſeth him to 
poure downe the vials of his wrath, blaſphemy 
and ſwearing challenge him for his long ſuffe- 
ring : Yſary, afinnethart maketh a man worſe than 
a theefe, worſe than death, worſe than hell, worſe 
than Judas: : worlethan a zheefe,becauſethe theefe 
robbeth onely in the night, the V ſurer robs both 
day and night: worſethan death, becauſe death 


* kilsonely thebody , the Vſurer kils both body 


and foule : worſethan bef/, becauſein hell onely 
the bad ſhall bee puniſhed, the. Vſurer punitheth 
both good and bad:: laſtly, worſe than /#das , for 
Iudas reſtored the money againe which hee had 

|  vaiuſtly, 
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vniuſtly taken, bur the Vſurer ſeldome makes re- 
ſtirution, is had in more execration among 


Turkes than Chriſtians : for Viri boni Deum timete, 
> fanerari pretermittite; quienimVſnrary vivunt, 
Demoniacireſurgunt : Yeethat begood men, feare 
God, and put no money to viury ; for they that 
line Vſurers, doe riſe Deuils, are the words in 
their Alcoran. The times aregrowne monſtrous; 
there is diſcord in ſocieties, fraud in merchants, 
corruption in officers, conniuency in magiſtrates, 
ſymonic in miniſters ; cuery night brings forth a 
theefe,cuery day a deceiuer,cucry minure a drun- 
kard, and euery weeke a murtherer : we are fallen 


intoſuchtimes the Propher } peakes of, Var hands Efay $9.3; 


are defiled with blond , and our fingers with iniquny, 
our lips doe ſpeakelies, and our tongues matter per- 
werſneſſe. There was neuerthat vice reign'd, but 
now tis rife, yea I thinke I may ſay it,and not be- 
lyethe world, there bee many new vices reigne 
now, which Sodomeand Gomorrah neuer heard 
of : there be new dettices to couſin with, new fa- 
ſhionsto be proud with, new oaths to blaſpheme 
with, new merits to iuſtifie by , new Articles of 
Faith to belecue, new Sacraments to recciue, 
new gods found out to worſhip,and new Media- 
tours to intercede : Fall to your prayers, and beg 
feruently of God to ſend that xew heauen and new 


earth, of which St. Peter ſpeaketh, wherein dwel. 2.Pct 3.13. 
leth righteouſneſſe : for this whole world lyeth in wic- ;Jobn.;.19, 


keaneſſe, as St. John ſaith : And for my part, Ide- 
ſpaire of it, doubt twillneuer be better before it 
be purged with fire, | 
F Nulls 
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þ Ambr.de Abrg, Na £845 erat culpe immunis, No age was free 
! | petr.cap.s, from wickedneſle in Sodome: the infants,whom - 
Þ# nature yet denicd ſtrength to perpetrate actuall. 
iniquity, had defire; and the old men that were 
decayed in ſtrength, had eyes full of adultery, 
Omnes onni male replerentur , They wereall fil'd 
J | Genag.4. witheueryeuill, The men of Sodome compaſſed 
| Lots heuſe round, bath old and young, «ll the peo- 
ple from exery quarter , notten righteous perſons 
could be found among many thouſand ſoules. I 
cannot ſay ſo of this Nation : for 1 doe reſolue 
my {clfe, I may confidently ſpeake as the Lord 
[| did to Saint Paul inavifion by night concerning 
| A®s18.1.. Corinth : Ged hath much people in this City, more 
vY inthis Land, and daily may he addeto thenum-. 
ber of them : Andas hedidto Ezechielthe Pro- £ 
"925 phet in a viſion concerning Ieruſalem, There are_- T 
et” ſomethat fighand cry for all the abomination: that 1 
be dove inthe midſt of vs,and daily may he adde to iN 
the number of thoſe likewiſe : But withall, when py 
| I make an eſtimate of the multitude of people TJ 
El that are contained within our borders, and ob- 
B18 ſerue ſo many marching furiouſly after their own 
| luſts, for ſo few following of Icſus Chriſt, Iam 
\8y # affraid of ſome vengeanceapproching,becauſcI. | 
doe not know what the will ofthe Lord is, whe- 1 
therhewill ſpare the place for their ſakes. I doe 
lay as much vpon Gods mo as I may without 
wronging his tuſtice, hee will not be mouedto. 


7 
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WE poure forth his. vengeance, vnleſſe ſinners ſuper- 
; 2}al-l abound in vices, neuertheleſſe when and where 
1" you findalliniquity plantcd, allrebellion againſt 


God.: 
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 poure you outriners of ojle. Long may your © months © F'2b-126.2- . 
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God reigning, allrhe crying ſinnes rouſting, you 
may take liberty to proclaime what you feare,fal- 
uation ſtept alide, and deſtruftion wing d ready 
to ſeize ypon that people for a prey. 
Eduardus the Con —_ _ of the laſt of the 
Saxon Kings, ſaid vpon his death bed, that the, ... 
wickodnets of the Engliſh was complete and OA 
growne to the height, andthe reuenge and pu- 
niſhment thereof would thortly follow. Loth I 
am to preſage vnluckily of any gricuous calami- 
tie likely to betide my natiue Countrey, I had ra- 
ther promiſe rhe lengthning of tranquillity,were 
it notthar your ſclues and your ſfinnes would cry 
out ypon me for flattery , ifI ſhould. I wiſhwith 
all my ſoulc, that peace® may bee within your wals, a pral.rzs.n 
ard plenteoaſneſſe within fa palaces, Long may 
you ® waſh your fleps with butter, and may the rockes b Nob 25.6. 


be filled with laughter , and your tongues with inp. 
God bleſſe your *21&@n/s with increaſe, and ſat!ſ- 4 ptal.ryurs; 
fie your poorewith bread, Send that ® your ſons may © Plal 144.12, 
grow) as the young plants,andthat your denghters 3) * 
may be as the poliſhed corners of the temple: That yoar 
garners meybeſull, and abounding in all menner of 
fore, and that jour ſhrepe may bring forth thouſands 
and ten thouſands in your ſireets,that your oxen nray 
be ſtrong to !abexr, thatthere may bee no inuaſion, 
#0 leading into captinity , no complaining in your 
ſireetes : That you may dwell without feare,® :nery g reg,,. 20s 
«x vnder hi vine, and enery man vnder bis fig tree, 
baging peare round about 308, as Tudah and [ſ\rael 
had. God®* make the horneof oaxr Danid to bud, b Plal13zrg, 
+ Pg clothe '*: 
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* Luke24.1t. 


 Gen419-14: 


JS 


clathe his enemies with ſhame, but on him let his 
Crowne flouriſh , make h:5 ſeed ts endure for euer,and 
his throne as the dayes of Heanen;: All the good that 
cucr ivas conferd of all Nations, Iwiſh heaped 
ypon- you. They were wont to ſay of Pericles, 
that 7», S#agele, the goddeile of eloquence ſate 
vpon his lips, he did by his Rhetorique ſo winne 
the hearts of the Athenians to him, From the 
bottome of my heart I wiſhour words were made 
ſo powerfull, as to wooeall that heare vs to con- 
uert from their ſinnes,and toturneynte the Lord, 
that ſo we might neuer need to fore-tcllof anger 
and wrath ready to deſcend from heauen : but the 
intolerable head finne hath got, kindleth in mee a 
ſtrong iealouſie, that eyther the end of all things 
is at hand, to make a cleane riddance of the wic- 
ked and their wickedneſle, or elſe that ſome bit- 
ter judgement is neare; i isneare, and haſteth 
greatly to ſcourge vs forour iniquities. 

I haue no $kill in diuination, yet let not my 
words ſeeme to you, as the report the women 
made of Chriſts reſurrection ſeemed to rhe Apo- 
ſtles, 4) 2n2@-, 45 an idle tale, doe not (leight them: 
altogether,as Lots ſons in-law didLots counſell: 
when hee told them God would deſtroy that Ci- 
tie, hee ſeemed to bis fonnes in-law as though hee had 
mockt. Idoenotſpeake them out of any ſuddaine 
flaſh of vndigeſted zeale, T haue made collection 
vpon collection, and obſeruation vpon obſerua- 
tion,and been at warre within my ſclfe in my me- 
ditations, how tb-deliuer my minde diſcreewy 
and chriſtianly , to auoide the imputation of an 

Enthu» 
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Enthuſtaſticke, and I find thetimcs ſo out of mea- 
ſure ſinfull , vices of all ſorts, bloudy, beaſtly vi- 
ces, ſo fowly committed, and ſo little puniſhed, 
yertue ſo ſincerely preached and lo little practi- 
{cd, that I doe looke eyther for a ſuddenamend- 
ment of all hands, (which I will bee plaine with 


you I miſdoubt : For can the Morian change hiTer.1y,23; 


skinne, or the Leopard his (pets ? no more can they age 
well, that ave accnitomed to doe euill.) or cle for 
ſome puniſhient ſuddenly; andit it comenor, tis 
Gods extraordinary mercy, becauſe his compal- 
fions faile nor. | 77 

We may ſay inour proſperity we ſhall neuer be 
remoued , God of his goodnefle hath made our 
hill ſo ſtrong , our poore ſhall bee 1atisfied with 
bread, and our children within vs, our mowers 
ſhallconrinue filling of their hands, and they that 


vather vp the ſheaues their boſomes : Yet hearey Eccluſ.34.18; 


me, heare me, ye great men of the people, and hearken 
with your eare yeethat be rulers of thecongregation: 
Husband your prouiſions neuer fo frugally , re- 
pleniſh your ſtore-houſes neuer ſo aboundanly, 
barter with forreine Nations for wine to ſtore 
your cellars, ſend into your owne vallies for: 
wheaterto fill yourgranaries,. and be not careful] 
of the Vineyard of the Lordof Hoſts,to prune off 
her rotten branches, if you doe nor labourthat 
the Lord of heauen and earth may hauea plenti- 
full harueſt, if you doenotſcriuſtice as a weeding: 


: hooketo the rootes of vices, to crop them ma-' 


turely , ſo ſure 4/* Tabor is among the mountaines, a Fery618; 
«nd «5 Carmel.is by the ſea , Thiſtles ſhall ® grow ip > 10b31.40-;, 


FE 3, jt can. 
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2.Sam. 24-15, 


ſicad of wheate, ana ceckles inſtead of barley :Tour 


F Sp Pal,1o7.34- © /ruitfall land ſhall be made barren, becauſe of the.» 


ickedneſ/e of thoſe that dwell therein, | 

Againe, Heare me, heare me, yee great men of the 
people, and hearken with your eares yeethat be rulers 
of the congregation: Giue order to cleanſe your 0- 
pen ſtreetes from all annoyances that may breed 
an infeftion, and to purge your priuate houſes 
fromallſcum and filth that may proue contagi- 
ous ; yetif youdoe not exerciſe your authority, 
.to ſweepe away ſinne out of yourcountrics, and 
cities, and villages, and priuate families, take 
hced a peſtilence, mworbas incognitus meadicis, a dil- 
\caſe the phyſitians know not what to make of, 
ſuch a one as 41/4 in I/racl 70000. people in three 
ages, doe not creep into your particular houſes, 
to kill your wives outof your boſomes, and your 
children in your cradles, and make your mer- 
chant mento drop downe dead in your ftreetes, 
as they are trotting to the Exchanges : dung in 
your ſtreetes willnot breeda plagueſo ſaone, as 
drunkenneſle in your houſes, nor wil the 1]-fauou- 
red ſerpent poyſon a place ſo ſaon, as the wel-fa- 
uoured harlor. | | 

Finally, Heare me, heare ine, yee greet men of the 
people, and hearkew with your cares yeethat be rulers 
of the congregation :Gine in charge to your Cap- 
taines of hundreds, and Captaines of fiftics, ta 
muſter your fighting menyeare aftcr yeare, and 
to exerciſe them in the feates of armes; prouide 
ſuch horſes as Tob ſpeakes of, that will mocke at 


 feare, not tnrnebacke at the ratling of ſpeares , or 


glittering 
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glittering of ſworas : Rigge vp your ſhipping,and 
fer out a Nauie to ſea, aduiſe one with another. to 
make fortifications and impregnable bulwarkes 
impoſlibleto be ſcaled, for the ſafeguard of your 
Country, vicall the art, and coſt, and counſcll 
your Nation can yeeld to entrench your ſclues- 
from forreine foes., and doe not take a courſe to. 
quell the power of finne, and take heed God doe 
not bring vpon you an Armic of men 2itter ayd 
haſty, as-thofe Caldeans the Prophet Habacuc Habac.r,s. 
talkes of, fell, as thoſe Arabians whom Eſdras 
cals the Nation of Dragons, fierce,as thoſe Carni= ,,x@r, io. , 
nians the ſame man faith rage in wrath like the zo- ; 
 wilde Boare of the wood, hauing garments-rolld 
ig bloud, that fhall waſte your Cities withmiſe- 
ric, Ouertarne, overtarne, oxerturne them ,. raviſh Ezcch.21.27, 
your wiues, defloure your daughters,take no pity 
_ ofthe fruitof yourloines, burenen bloud rheir 
ſwords in the hellies of women great with child, 
that ſhall burne downe your Churches, and whien - 
-the Miniſters of the Goſpel begge for their lines, . 
| ſhalk anſwer them as Titus the Emperour did the 
Priefts of the Lewes, when: they -peritior'd hit - 
\ for theirliues, Decet.Secerdote3 cum templis into- 
-ire,It is meetthe Prieſts periſhtogerher with the | | 
Temples ;: that ſhall drine you of. the Laity in | 
whole droues away captiue, forbidding you vp- | 
on paine of death ts looke backe vpontho places. | 
whereyou dwelt, as the Romanes forbade the zycb.zcetbif, 
conquered Iewes to looke backe vpon Iernfalem, 56-4.c09.6--- | 
and if they ſpare any at home, make themto- pay | 
atannualiiiibureforthcirheads; as the Iralians - | 
| dog. - 
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Plal.92.6. 


2.Reg-7.2. 


[y Micah 3.12: 


doe rhe Iewes atthis day ; and imploy their chil- 
dren to murther them that begat them, and tothe 
rooting out of thar faith whereinthey were borne 
and baptized, as the Turke doth his Ianizaries, 
the children of the Grecians. Anvnrighteous 
man will not conſider this, neyther will a foole 
vnderſtand it ; like as the Lord vpon whoſe hand 
the King of Ifracl leaned, anſweredthe man of 
God when he fore-told him of plenty : Behold, if 
the Lord would make windowes m heauen,might this 
thing be?ſo ſgme one incredulous ſpirit or other 
may obica,Ifthe Lord ſhould caſt vs altogether 
out of his protection, mightthis thing be ? Are 
we not walled about with ſeas? Haue we not am« 
munition and weapons of warre 2 Haue wee not 
men of magnanimousreſolutions? and may wee 
feare forreine inuaſton.* My beloued, the Kings of 
the earth, and all the inhabitants of the world would 
not haue beleened, that the aduerſaryi avd the ememy 


ſhoald haxe entredintothe gates of leruſalem: and yet 


Ieruſalem is « heap of ſtones. Let mee ſay vnto thee, 
O thou Merchant City, thatart a mart for Nati- 
ons, as the voice did to: Phocas the Emperour, 
Though thou build the wals of thy —_—_ as 
high as heauen, yet iffin dwell in them, they may 


caſily beentered by an enemy. And giue me leaue 


| toſayynto thee, O rthoucarelefſe Nation, as Na- 


humithe Prophet doth to Niniuch, to that great 


| | | | Nahum 23,9, City Niniuch, Ar? thou better than populous No, 


net * 
it 


' that was ſituare _— the rigers, thathad the wa- 


ters round about it, whoſe rampart was the ſea, and 
her wats were from the ſea ? Ethiopia and Epypt were 
| | | | her 
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her flrength, and it was infinite : Put and Lubin were 
ber helpers, yet was ſbee carried away, ſhee went into 
captinity, her young children alſo were daſh'd in pic- 
Ces af the top of all the ſtreets, and theyca?t lots for 
their honourable men , andell ber great menwere_ 
boundin chaines. 

Tremble therefore,thou ſecure Nation, and a- 
mend thy manners, leſt God to raze thee, and to 
lay thine honour inthe duſt, doe call for Lucifer 
the ſonne of the morning, doe hiſſe forthe Bee of 
Aſhur, do call for araucnous bird out of the Eaft, 
doe plant the; Syrians before, andthe Philiſtins 
behinde; giue them that charge hee gaue thoſe 
whom hee preſſed to deftroy Babylon , Put your , 
ſelues in array ageinſi(Britany) round about alt yes ***-5914, T5. 
that bend the bow ſhoote at her, ſpare no arrowes , for 
ſbee hath finned againſt the Lord: Take vengeance 
7px her, as ſhe hath done, doe wwnto her : And ypon 
that ſetall your inhabitants in ſuch a hurry and an 
vp-roare,as the Citizens of Rome were in, when, _ 
Martius Coriolanus approached neare it with an ,Z»ms. 
Army ; make the murmuring multitude'to flocke | 
about the ftreets, and yourthat are Magiſtrates, to J 
be at your wits cnd, to ſend po# after poit, and meſ- ler.g1,z1, 
ſenger after meſſenger, to ſhew the King that his coun- 
ry ts taken at oxe end, as the Babylonians did to 
their King, when the King of the Medes had en- 
tered the City : and when men ſhall ſay, O tho 
.. ſwordofthfLord, how long will it be cre thon be qui- 

et ? put wp thy ſelfe into thy ſcabberd, reſt and be bn 
as tis 1er.47.9.when the Priefs, the Miniſters of 
the Lord, ſball weep betweene the porch and the _ 
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| and ſay, Spare thy people » O Lora, and gue not thy 


—_—_ —} 


heritage to reproach , that ſtrangers ſhould rule oucr 
them, as tis Joel 2.17. he fit in heauen, laugh Prieft 
and People allto ſcorn, cover bimfelfe with a cloud, 
that our prajer ſhould not. paſſe thorough , as tis La- 
ment. 3.44. | 


To conclude all;the way to keep vs from theſe 


-fearfull ny are faſting, prayer, godly 
) 


ſorrow for fins-paſt , andthe amendment of our 
ſinfull lives in the time to come : Not-a day for- 4 
m4n to afftitt his ſoule, to bow downe his head «+ « bal: 
ruſb, ts ſpread ſackcloth aud afhes wnder him,it is not 
fuch a faſt that the Loyd hath choſen: Opus eſt perpe- 
tus penitentia, quia perpetuopeccamm ; We lin per-. 
petually,wherefore we had necd to repent perpe- 
tually : though wee doe draine our hearts dry- of 
water to day; wee fhall haue necd againe tomor- 
row to water our: couches. with our teares. Our 
oriefe for ourfins muſt be equiualent,it muft hold 
proportion withthe delight we haue taken in our 
fins : our ſins haue been wonderousgreat,and our 
mourning muſt be maruel[ous deep : we have bin 
out of meaſure ſinfull,and we muſt be our of mea- 
ſure ſorrowfull , we haue ſinned with greedineſſe, 
and we muſt repent with bitterneſle ; we haue bin 
tranſported ' with delight itr the commiſſion of 
our ſins,and wee muſt be {wallowed vp with hea- 
uineſſe in our ſubmiſſion for-our fins : 924i calpam 
exaggeranit, exapgeret etiam fanitentiam , maiors 
enimcrimina matoribus abluuntar fletibow , Hethat 
bath augmented his (to, muſt augment his repen- 


tance, 
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tance, greater crimes areto be waſht away with 
greater lamentations. Some run abominable ra- 
 ces,aQ ſuch iniquities the Angels of God wonder 
at ; and when they haue done, will ſay each man 
for his owne particular, 4iſerere wel Dews, Lord 
haue mercy on mee, and that too ex more magis 
#27 ex enins, rather out of cuſtomethan hearrci- 
ly, as Saul ſaid to Dauid, when hee was going to 
combarte with Goliah, Goe, and the Lord bee with 1:Sam17,z7, 
thee; and thinke then they haue repented com- 
leatly. O Lord God, that a man ſhould dare to 
Enne ſodamnably, and dreame toquit himſelfe 
of the guilt of it ſo eaftly ! tis not bare Lord haue 
mercy vpon vs will doe it, there belongs moreto 
repentancethan ſo, the faculties of our ſoules 
muſt bee griped with griefe, and wearied with 
groaning, andtired with ſupplications : we muſt 
double our words as Danicl doth, and ſay,0 Lord 
beare, O Lord forgine, O Lord hearken, and deferre Dan,s.rg; 
wot for thine owne ſake, O our God, We muſt renue 
our complaints with Dauid,cvening,eond morning, PRLS5.r7: 
and at noone day, we muff prey, and make a noiſe, and 
God will hear our yoice.We muſt weep and wipe 
our eyes, and weep a and wipe our eyes a- 
gaine, ifwe haue loued many finnes, before many 
ſins can be forgiuen vs. We muſt draw a conclu- 
ſienin our owne boſomes , that no Nation hath 
bin more bound to God than we, no Nation hath 
ſinned againſt God with a higher hand than wee , 
and therfore no Nation hath greater cauſe to faſt 
and weepe,mourne and lamenr for their fins, than 


we, Wemuſtgiue way to thethoughts of our 
| G 2 hearts, 
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hearts, to refle&t vpon the diſtreſſed condition of 
the Church of Chriſt abroad, and note how that 
the bed doth not priuiledgethe fick man,nor the 
cradle the ſuckling babe , northe great bclly the 
woman, nor thealtar the Prieſt, nor the ſeate of 
wuſtice the Magiſtrate, from the fury ofthe mer- 
Cilefle ſouldier : They fight and are kil'd, they. 
yecld and are murthered, they fiye and are purſus 


ed, they remaine and are beleaguered , they hide 


themſclues and are hunger-ſtarued, their corne 
fields are deuoured by troupes of horſes, their 
ſtreams of water are coloured red withthe bloud: 


ofmen andbeafts, and in ſome places their carth 
1s voide, as if it were returning into the Chee a 
aine ;astis,Zech.$.10.there u ns byre for man nor- 


ea neither is there any peace 18 him that goeth oat, 
wer ts bim that commeth in, becaafe of affiition., far 
all men are ſet, euery man againſt his neighbour. 


And yet wee, a finfull Nation, a people laden 


with as much iniquity asany Nation inthe Chri- 
ſtian world, arc at reſt, notrumpet is heard in our 
ſtreetes, no /olitnds ante off74, no defolation is be- 
forc our gatcs-, our plow-fhares-are not beaten 
into ſwords, nor our mattockes into ſpeares : the 


ſeate of iuſtice is not interrupted, the Word of 


God hath afree paſſage, we lay vs down to ſleep, 
and take out reſt, God making vs to dwell in : "hy 
ty; and vpon the conipariſon of theſethings,wee 
muft bethinke our' ſelues, what vngratefull 
wretches we have binto diſhonour our God with 
our {tanes., that hath and doth follow vs with ſo 


are 


much louing kindneſſe. abone. other people that 
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are more righteous than we,we muſt earneſtly re. 
pent,and be heartily ſorry for our miſdoings paſt, 
and we muſt ſweare wvnto the Lord, and vew « vow 
oxtothe Almighty God of 7xco0b, to renounce oures 
uill waies, and to ſferuc him ſpicit andrruth, in 
ſincerity and with good conſcience mthetimero- 
come; and then our God will not forſake vs, nor 
give vs-vp forareproach, that ſtrangers ſhould 
rule oner-vs,, but blefſe-vsaltourlines long.in bo- 
dics and ſoules, and entaile rhe: bleflings more 
firmly,than by any.law-you candeuiſe,to deſcend 
vpon our poſterity ſucceſsiuely, ſo long. as the 
Sunne and Moone ſhall endure : Andrtothat pur- 
poſe, let vs pray vato him, and ſay, O moſt gra- 
cious God, let not our manifold fins make a ſepa- 
ration betwixtthee and vs, let them not prouoke 


; thee to remoue thy: ſpizitugIFand corporall bleſ- 


ſings from vs ; Giue vs, O Lord giue vs, broken 
hearts, contrite ſpirits, and bleeding ſoules, to 
offer vp in ſacrifice vnto thee,that thou mayeſt be 
reconciled, andatan attonement with vs : Our- 
ſins are great, Lord, we confefle it, but thy mercy 
is greater, Lord, we belecue it ; mercy therefore, 
deare Father, haue mercy vpon our King, vpon. | 
our Queene, vpon our Nobility, vpon our Cler- 
gie, vpon our Magiſtracy, vpon our Commonal- 
tic, ypon our whole Land, for thy Sions ſake, far - 
thy Goſpels ſake, for thy beloued ſonne Ieſus. 
Chriſts ſake. Giue, O Lord, giue thy Angels 
charge ouer vs, letthem pitch their tents about 
vs, thatno peſtilence. come among ys to dcuoure - 
vs,no famine befall vs to ftarue vs, no ſivord of: 
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| anenemy inuade vs todeſtroy vs, and then, -O 
LE Lord our God, if thou wilt giue vs grace, we will 
"WE blefſethee, wewill praiſe thee, we will magnific 
| thee, wee will ſing ſongs of thankſgiuing vnto 
thee, wee will aſcribeallhonourand glory vato 
Wi thee, and tothy Sonne, our bleſſed Sauiour and 
MW MediatourTeſus Chriſt, and to thy holy Spirit,to 
Y - which bleed and glorious Trinity ef per- 
ſons, and but one God, beegiuenall 
might,maicſty,dominien,and 
praiſc, now andcuer. 
CeAWeN, 
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